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not felt quite sure that the Duke of Wellington
would be disposed to take the statue, as I had
departed altogether from his idea of treating
the subject. Her Ladyship then said to me,
"In that case may I be the possessor of your
Pandora ?"
As the heat of Rome was increasing, I left
it for England, taking with me three photographs
of the Pandora. When I arrived in London, I
waited upon the Duke of Wellington. On seeing
the photographs, he said, " Well, I am now con-
vinced of the truth of what some of my friends
said to me who were at Rome and saw your model;
they said that you had produced a beautiful figure,
but," said he, "you have not followed my own
idea." "No, I have treated the subject accord-
ing to my own idea." " You are very stubborn."
"Duke, I am a Welshman, and all the world
knows that we are a stubborn race."
Before my departure for Rome, I received the
following letter from the Duke of Wellington :
" October I2th9 1856.
" MY DEAR MR. GIBSON,
"Somehow or other, I have missed your departure
if you are gone. I wanted finally to tell you that,
much as I admire the design of your Pandora, it
reminds me always of my original notion and
causes a disappointment which does an injustice